American Studies Minor

Contact: Dr. Mark Boulton
Email: Mark.Boulton@wcmo.edu

The American Studies minor is an interdisciplinary program of study which helps students think
analytically and creatively about the United States while fostering reading, writing, and oral
communication skills. By taking courses in history, politics and society, literature and the arts, this
minor provides greater understanding of the ideas and institutions which have shaped the nation
while also exploring how factors such as race, ethnicity, gender, and class have defined and
challenged the notion of what it means to be an American. Such cultural awareness can provide
essential intellectual and professional flexibility as the nation adapts to new global and domestic
challenges.

*For all courses with an asterisk, please read the course description and check that the class is
predominantly focused on topics in one or more aspects of American history, literature, politics, and
society.

A student may elect to substitute one course—including independent studies—not on the list below
only if the course is explicitly focused on one or more aspects of American history, literature, politics,
and society. Students must get preapproval from the American Studies minor coordinator for this
substituted course to count toward the minor.

No more than six credit hours counted toward this minor may be counted toward any other major
or minor.

Note: Our upper-level literature courses are all topics courses, so they will only count for the
American Studies minor when the topic is American literature.
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American Studies Minor

Student’s Last Name First Name Middle Initial
Advisor Date Major Declared
Course Code Course Title Hours | Semester | Grade

Core Courses (9 hours)
Choose one course from the following (3 hours)

HIS 103 US History to 1877 3
HIS 104 US History Since 1877 3
*HIS 200 History of Film 3
Choose one course from the following (3 hours)

ENG 238 American Literature to the Civil War 3
ENG 239 American Literature since the Civil War 3
Choose one course from the following (3 hours)

POL 211 American Government & Politics 3
SOC 111 Introduction to Sociology 3

Upper-Level Courses (9 hours)
History and Museum Studies (Choose one course from the following: 3 hours)

*MSM/HIS 310 | Public History 3
HIS 335 Topics in US Social, Cultural, or Political History 3
HIS 340 Topics in US Diplomatic and Military History 3
*MSM 320 Museums and Society 3
English and Fine Arts (Choose one course from the following: 3 hours)
*ENG 315 Literary Modes and Genres 3
*ENG 325 Literary Movements 3
*ENG 330 Visions and Revisions 3
*ENG 335 A Sense of Place 3
*ENG/WGS 340 | Gender and Literary Expressions 3
*ENG 345 Ethnic Literature 3
*ENG 350 Studies in the Author 3
*ENG 355 Literature and the Other Art 3
MUS 312 Music of Resistance, Revolution & Liberation 3
Political Science and Security Studies (Choose one course from the following: 3 hours)
POL 301 The American Presidency 3
POL 304 American Political Theory 3
POL 311 Political Parties, Voting, and Campaign Strategies | 3
POL 326 Environmental Politics and Policy 3
POL/SEC 334 Intelligence at Home and Abroad 3
POL 343 Congress 3
POL 362 American Foreign Policy 3
POL 370 Drugs, Politics, and Policy 3
POL 3XX State and Local Politics 3
POL 3XX Environmental Justice 3
POL 3XX Race and Politics 3

Total Hours | 18
Note: Our upper-level literature courses are all topics courses, so they will only count for the
American Studies minor when the topic is American literature.
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